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priests from the parishes of the Gniewkow deanery
(sixteen in all), of the Lobzenica deanery (twelve),
of the Naklo deanery (sixteen), and of the Znin
deanery (twenty-one) were expelled. , . . Of the
261 parishes in the Gniezno archdiocese, more than
half have been deprived of their shepherds."1 Dull
statistics like these, which have little atrocity-value,
are perhaps the surest index of German intentions in
Poland; religion is to be starved out. And this, not
because the conquerors of Poland could serve any
useful end by turning the Poles into a so-called virile
nation; who in Germany wants to do that? The con-
clusion is irresistible that Nazi Germany, where it is
not controlled by consideration of prudence, is bent
on the destruction of Christianity as such.

Two Types of Persecution

It is our duty, always, to make some attempt at
understanding those who disagree with us. And those
who persecute the Church do so, commonly, not
because they hate her in herself but because they
identify her, obstinately, with something other
which they hate. Two types of persecution may
be easily distinguished by the colour they take from
their historical context. There is persecution in the
name of national security; where the rulers of a
State, commonly of an aristocratic State, identify,
or profess to identify, the Church with a foreign
culture, suspect it, or profess to suspect it, of aptf-
national, because of its international, sympathies,
1 Kngtfoh Catholic Newsletter, No. 15.